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when they have taken it, if they succeed in doing so at last?
Are they to share it out among themselves, and all become
small capitalists, and begin the same process all over again?
No, says Marx: the government of the country must be the
owner of all that capital (land, mines, factories, houses and
so on). The government must pay wages to the workers
to carry on all the necessary work, just as it now pays
wages and salaries to civil servants, judges, policemen,
soldiers and post-office employees. And because everyone
will have to worl^ for his living (since no one will own
enough capital on which to live without working), it will
be possible for everyone to earn enough to live on, decently.
This, in the briefest possible form, is the system known as
'Socialism', about which Karl Marx wrote. It is called
socialism because in this system the whole body, or society,
of people living in a country, owns the capital, and not
separate capitalists. It is also sometimes called Communism,
which means that capital is owned in common, that is,
together. The chief difference between Socialists and Com-
munists is that Socialists believe that this system can be
brought about slowly, through people voting for socialist
members of Parliament, and, when there are enough such
members, by Parliament setting up a Socialist Government.
But Communists believe that the change will never come
about in that way, but only by a violent revolution, such
as the one that occurred in Russia. Communism is also
sometimes called * Bolshevism* because the Russian Com-
munists (under Lenin, who led the Russian factory-workers,
peasants and soldiers to overthrow the capitalist government
of the Tsar) were called * Bolshevistsr (which means mem-
bers of the * majority* or party of the masses).

You can very easily understand why Grand Monarchs,
and the governments of countries where the capitalist system
was being carried on, disliked the ideas which Karl Marx
wrote about and tried*his best to spread among the workers.
This was not only because most of the men who were
governing those countries were themselves big landowners,
or shareholders in companies. It was (and still is) because